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the only answer to that is that in every religion and
every walk of life there are people who do not practise
what they nominally preach.
When a Protestant looks at certain countries where the
Catholic Church has gained a tremendous power in the past
and even in the present (as I hope to show in later chapters),
he does not necessarily feel that that power is as good
a thing for the country as it might be. The Catholic
Church very often then goes further into the political
field than is required of her. But where she is in a
minority, as she is throughout almost the whole British
Empire, she then carries on her moral teachings and her
example in a manner of great practical use to that Empire,
There is proof of that in several countries where the
Church was formally in power and is now being persecuted,
but it would seem to me that the British Empire is in
great need of the continuance of such an organisation as
the Catholic Church in each of its Dominions, It does
not form a majority, but it should form a strong minority
group, with definite standards for a Christian life, and
determined to put them into practice as far as possible, not
in any one party or group, but in all forms of public
life.
I cannot see how that can do anything but good to the
British Empire as a whole. If, then, this influence is
definitely on the increase, and is becoming every day less
interested in Irish discontent and more interested in
taking its lead from a very alive Catholic intellectual
group in London, it must become a matter of great
interest to all public men in the Empire.
It must be remembered that there are over twenty
millions of Catholics practising throughout the Common-